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This session is
• a practical class report 
• to cope with huge classes 
• blending human instruction and 
technology 

• with pedagogical considerations



What would you do if …
• requied English class for 
freshman 

• 60 students in each class 
• false beginners who dislike 
English



Let technology take care 
of them?

• Low motivation 
• Disciplinary issues 
• Unsuccessful learning 
experience in aural/oral skills



Why not have technology 
and human instructors 

collaborate?



Let technology help the 
teacher do his/her job 

effectively with less load.



Roles of the teacher
• Individual instruction in oral/
aural skills 

• Raising autonomy through 
reflection and assignments 

• Everything else that needs a 
‘human touch’



How can this disastrous 
situation happen?



Class size in Japan
• Grades 1-12 (public schools) 
• No more than 40 (stated in 
the law) 

• Universities &  colleges 
• No regulations



Apathy and disciplines
• Fewer kids, less competition 
• Variety of admission 
• ‘Ranking’ of schools



False beginners
• Speaking < Listening   
< Reading & Writing<Translation 

• Lack of teacher skills 
• Lack of time 
• Big class size



Class in discussion
• Mid-level university of science major 
• A requirement 15-week English 
class for freshman 

• Computer equiped lab with 60 
booths 

• Taught two classes(60, 50)



Students profile
• Science major 
• 69% not favorable of learning 
English or felt no confidence 

• 30% didn’t have English 
entrance exam



Course material
• “Good Morning World 1” (Cengage) 
• Student DVD 

• Vocabulary 
• Listening / Speaking tasks 
• Video clip 
• Pre/Post tasks 
• Dictation



Used technology to …
• Split the class in half 
• Manage one half while the 
other half is taught f2f 

• Create time for f2f instruction



Tech tools
• moodle 
• HotPot module 

• Hot Potatoes 
• Dictation task

 



Teaching procedure
Review quiz

Assignment check

Target sentences

F2F instruction Dictation

Reflection
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Dictation
• Cloze task created with Hot 
Potatoes 

• Complete learning 
• Scoring



F2F instruction
• “Guru-guru” (round & round) 
• Individual instruction & 
evaluation of pronunciation  

• Quick memorization of 
sentences 

• Scoring



Reflection sheet

1
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1: Review



2: Guru-guru



3: Reflection



Course evaluation
• Homework 
• Review quiz scores 
• Guru-guru scores 
• HotPot quiz scores



Changes among 
students



Proficiency
• TOEIC Bridge Test 
• Placement at the beginning 
• No post test available for 
comparison



Attitudes to English

12%$

25%$

33%$

20%$

11%$

0%$1%$
6%$

25%$

46%$

19%$

4%$

0%$

5%$

10%$

15%$

20%$

25%$

30%$

35%$

40%$

45%$

50%$

Hate$ Dislike$ Don't$like$ Don't$
dislike$

Like$ Love$

Before$

A>er$



Like or not?
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Students’ reflection
• Change in attitudes 
• Difficulties  
• Sense of achievement



Change in attitudes(1)
• ”I learned if I prepare before class, the class 
is a lot easier and I can concentrate more.” 

• “No teacher gave me advice on 
pronunciation before.” 

• “I never made such effort in pronunciation 
before.” 

• “I realized my initial pronunciation was that 
of Japanese, not English.”



Change in attitudes(2)
• “I felt really tired around my 
mouth after practice.”  

• “Now that I’m aware what to 
improve with my 
pronunciation, I’d like to 
practice more.”



Difficulties
• “I can’t reproduce sentences well when 
I’m too conscious of pronunciation.” 

• ”I'm upset when my teacher comes in 
front of me and can't pronounce 
correctly.” 

• ”Now I can stick out the tip of my tongue 
and produce TH sound, but my tongue 
began to get twisted.”



Sense of achievement(1)
• “I felt sense of achievement because I 
was able to recite very long sentences.” 

• “I think my pronunciation improved a lot.” 
• “Finally I’m able to pronounce TH sound 
properly.” 

• “Compared with the beginning, my 
pronunciation is much better and I like 
English more.”



Sense of achievement(2)
• “I still can’t remember long sentences but 
I’m positive that my pronunciation is far 
better now.” 

• “I made only one mistake in TH sound 
today.” 

• “Learning correct pronunciation and 
reciting sentences, I enjoy English better 
than before.”



Through this course
• Built foundations to study 
English further 
• Attitude toward English 
• Confidence in oral/aural skills 
• Learner autonomy



For further research
• Analysis of error data for the 
dictation task 

• Measurement of students’ 
proficiency levels


